Environmental Science Syllabus and Student Information Sheet
Instructor:  

Mr. Haxer

Contact Info:

gary.haxer@fraserk12.org


439-7280
Class Introduction:  Welcome to Environmental Science!  This semester we will study populations, specifically the human population.  We will learn about natural resources and their use/misuse.  We will study water & air pollution (and also the Greenhouse Effect/Global Warming).   Finally, we will learn about deforestation and other ways that humans are impacting the environment.
Textbook:  Holt Environmental Science
For those of you that prefer to have a textbook that you can use at home, you may check out a copy of the textbook from the bookroom.  We will rarely use it in class, but it may come in handy as a reference.
Classroom Rules:

1. Respect your classmates and your teacher.  (violations could result in office referrals or detentions).  Do not disrupt students that are trying to learn (in a way, this includes yourself!)  1 warning may be given, then office referrals will be made.
2. Don’t be sneaky!

Rambler Rules (Mr. Haxer’s class)

1.  Be on time!!! 2 Tardies = 1 absence.  You must be through the door by the time the bell rings.
2.  Food is not allowed (this is a science lab!).  
     Drink is allowed.  You must clean up any spills.  This rule is subject to change.
3.  Cell Phones should be turned off and put away at all times.
4.  IPODS and MP3’s are only allowed when I tell you its ok.
5.  Please place backpacks and purses on the floor or the seat next to you.
6.  Follow the school dress code.
Classroom Procedures:
1.  Turn in all in class assignments, labs and homework assignments into the tray in the front of the room.  Be sure to turn in all assignments on time.  
2.  If you forget a homework assignment, late work may be turned in for half credit until we move on to the next unit.  If you find an old assignment from a previous unit that you forgot to turn in, you may be issued a score of 1 point so that it does not appear as missing.  I will not make extra copies of assignments, so make sure that you do not lose it.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your assignments.!
3.  Absent Work.  You must make up absent work!  You are not excused from assignments simply because you were absent.  You should see me in seminar when you get back or during the next class.  Once again, see #2 for extra copy rules.
4.  Notes will usually be taken on outline sheets.  Be sure to take notes and study from your notes.  Notesheets will not be collected, but they will be extremely valuable studying tools for your tests and quizzes.  
5.  Keep up with your grades!!!  I do use the online gradebook, so you will have up to date access to your grades.  Progress reports will also occasionally be sent home with the students or emailed home to parents.  By using these communication methods, both students and parents should be aware of grades at all times.  STUDENTS:  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE END OF THE QUARTER TO TRY TO PASS, YOU CAN’T DO IT!!!!

6. Extra Credit.  I am a firm believer that extra credit should not be the determining force behind your grade.  Occasionally extra credit will be offered for review games, on worksheets, and on tests.  However, your grade will mostly be determined by your grades on tests, assignments, and laboratories.
5 Keys to Success in Environmental Science:

1. Be Here and Be on Time!

2. Take Notes and Study from your notes!

3. Be Organized!

4. Do all assignments and turn them in to the tray on time!

5. Follow all classroom and lab safety rules.

Grading Rules:  
1.  Grading Scale:  94 – 100 = A, 90 – 93 = A-, 87 – 89 = B+, 83 – 86 = B, 80 – 82 = B-,

77 – 79 = C+, 73 – 76 = C, 70 – 72 = C-, 67 – 69 = D+, 63 – 66 = D, 60 – 62 = D-, 

0 – 59 = F

2.  To calculate your grade, add up all of the points that you have earned and divide it by the number possible.  This will give you a percentage.  Your percentage will correspond to a letter grade.  EX:  150 pts earned, 200 pts possible.  150/200 = .75 or 75%.  According to the grading chart above, that student would be earning a “C”.

I DO NOT GIVE STUDENTS GRADES, STUDENTS EARN GRADES.
Good Luck everyone, if you ever need any help, please ask!!!!!
Environmental Science Student Info Sheet
Name:  ______________________________  I should call you __________________
Seminar Teacher: ____________________________
What science class did you take last year/semester? _______________

What grade did you earn last year in that science class ?_________
What grade do you hope to earn in this class this semester?  __________

How do you plan to attain that grade? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Briefly tell me why you chose to take this class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think is the biggest problem in our environment today?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tell me something about yourself…any hobbies, sports, etc? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else I should know about you?

I certify that I have read the syllabus and understand what is required of me!

Students Signature _____________________________________________

PARENTS SECTION (PARENTS PLEASE FILL OUT THE INFO BELOW)

Parent/guardian name(s) _________________________________________________

Email addresses (STRONGLY RECOMMENDED) _______________________

Is there any information you would like me to know about your son/daughter?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have read the information in the syllabus and I know what my son/daughter has to 

do to succeed in this class – Parents signature _______________________
