Hazardous Substance/ Hazardous Waste

· Any substance or mixture of substances that is toxic, corrosive, irritant, generates pressure, radioactive, or can cause illness.

Hazardous Waste cont.

· Problems with hazardous waste

· 1.  Use

· 2.  Disposal

· 3.  Safety Issues

· Hazardous Waste Act

· All Hazardous Wastes must be labelled.

7 Words that signal hazardous waste

· Danger

· Poison

· Flammable

· Caution

· Warning

· Acid

· Pesticide

Hazardous waste labels cont

· Check labels and check:

· Active Ingredients (most products are mostly water but it’s still safest to check.)

· It is important to keep products in their original container so that you know the warnings.
Aerosols


· Aerosols are a very dangerous hazardous waste.  They deplete the ozone layer and they are combustible. 

· New laws outlaw aerosols.

Household cleaners


· Most household cleaners contain hazardous wastes.

· In fact, most contain chemicals that would have specific instructions in the workplace… for ex: if inhaled, contact a physician.

Household Cleaners Cont.

· Dishwashing detergents contain phosphates.

· Phosphates are largely responsible for killing Lake Erie.

· Paint – Let it dry, then throw it out.  Lead based paints must be taken to a haz waste facility.

Disposal

· Macomb County hazardous waste facility – near the Macomb County Jail -  Elizabeth Road.  SMALL!

· You must call for an appt. and tell them what you have to dispose of.

They readily exchange…

· Mercury thermometers and may even give out samples of high efficiency light bulbs.

· You can recycle cell phones and batteries at most post offices and some radio shacks.

