Waste Management Notes II – 
Landfills

· Landfills vs. Dumps

Dumps – Just a big pile of trash!  Smelly and non sanitary (think rats and water pollution!).  But trash decomposes faster.

Landfills – Holes are dug with heavy duty liners on the bottom.  Trash is dumped into the hole and then covered with car shred each day.  Not as smelly nor as bad for the water, but trash can’t break down without air.  

Viewpoint #1

· There are 2 DISTINCT views on landfills, we will look at both views.

· Our Landfills are GOOD!

· We don’t need to make drastic changes.  Our landfill practices aren’t bad, they just need to be tweaked.

Our Landfills are good continued

· Landfill gases, which are created by natural decomposition and siphoned out, are pumped out to homes in the area.  In fact, landfill gases provide energy for 6000 homes.  (DTE is in charge of this venture)

· Canada is not prepared for landfills.  They send us their trash and they pay us 50$ per ton.

Subtitle D

· Subtitle D puts requirements on landfills such as:

·  There should be as few landfills as possible

· - They need to be checked every 30 years

· - They need to be as sanitary as possible.

Our Landfills are good (continued)

· Provides lots of jobs and money for the community.  EX: people that live near a landfill pay lower taxes.

· Lots of entertainment places such as  Freedom Hill, Pine Knob, Sanctuary Lake GC are built on landfills.


Our Landfills are Good Conclusion

· We are starting to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, so we shouldn’t have as much trash to put in our landfill.


· Our landfills should last 50 - 75 years.


Our Landfills are In Trouble!

· Our Landfills are Bad!

· We need to make serious changes now as landfills are running low on space and dangerous (leaky)

Our Landfills are in trouble!

· Landfills are smelly, leaky, and quickly overfilling.  The money that Canada is paying us is simply not worth it.  

· Landfills need to be safer, cleaner, and less expensive.

Landfills are in trouble (continued)

· In 2003, we dumped over 4.3 million cubic yards of trash in MI alone.

· Over 75% of that trash comes from Canada.

· There is a bill on the table to limit that amount to 25% and we need to pass it!

Our Landfills are in trouble conclusion

· Canada thinks that they can do 100% recycling and that is simply not possible.

· Current estimates are that landfills will be filled in 5 – 10 years!!!!

So What do you think?


· With your limited knowledge of landfills so far, what do you think?

