Water Notes 4

· Wetlands cannot simply be described as just land or just water. They can actually be both at the same time, or seasonally aquatic, or terrestrial. 

Wetlands Definition

· Areas where soil is saturated all year or part of a year.

· Where saturated means – filled with water

Wetlands form in a variety of areas including:

· Along edges of streams, lakes, ponds, low lying woods, highway ditches, mountains and hillsides.

Wetlands Cont…

· Many variables contribute to the formation of wetlands including: surface water, ground water, precipitation.

· Wetlands are importants because they collect and store water.

Wetlands continued


· Soil type is important in wetland formation because the soils have to be able to soak up and contain a lot of water.

· EX:  Clay holds a lot of water and makes good wetland soil.  Silt doesn’t hold any water and makes a poor wetland soil.

Types of wetlands


· Bogs – soil is very acidic due to decaying plant materials (water color tends to be brownish).  Tends to be the driest of the wetland types.

Types of Wetlands cont.

· Salt Marshes – 

· Commonly found in Florida (everglades).  Usually found on shorelines/coastlines.  Hold A LOT of water.

Wetlands Continued

· Sloughs

· Like a swamp with a lot of trees growing in it.

· Ponds – basically like a small lake.

· Either created naturally or manmade.

Wetlands are constantly being destroyed

· Wetlands are constantly being destroyed so that the land can be used for other purposes such as businesses, homes, and landfills.  Many times wetlands are near the shores which is where people want to build their homes.  

· New legislation is in effect that says for every wetland that is destroyed, a new one must be created.

So Who Cares?

· Wetlands are important because they have a very high biodiversity (many different types of animals call them home)

· Wetlands are also important for water storage…think flooding!!!!

